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With thanks to Nathan Hempsey, immediate past Chairman of the Festival, for his 
tireless research and time spent collating our archives.  If you are interested in 

Anna Garfield Howe (1886-1976)                  

FOUNDER OF COULSDON AND PURLEY FESTIVAL 

1944 

1985 

Jacqueline du Pré, the world famous cellist, 

competed at the Coulsdon and Purley 

Festival when she was 7 years old. 



finding out more about the history of the 
Coulsdon and Purley Festival and would like 
to read newspaper articles going back to 
1945, please contact 
cpfest.office@gmail.com for copies of the 
files.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presidents of Coulsdon and Purley Festival 1944-2024 
 

 

 

                         

Sir George 

Dyson                 

1944-1952 

                          

Dorothy 

Grinstead 

1953-1974 

 

Fabian Smith 

1975- 1998 

 

No image 

available 

 

Marian Wey 

1998-2006 

 

Darrell Davison            

2006-2023 

 
Russell Keable 

2023 - 

1993 

Not even a world-wide pandemic would stop Coulsdon and Purley 
Festival from going ahead with 845 video submissions and live video 
feedback from the adjudicators.  A great technological achievement! 
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