COULSDON AND PURLEY FESTIVAL 1944-2024

ATINY SNAPSHOT HISTORY
' MERSTHAM,

_ AND :
MUSIC FESTIVAL

MARCH 4th, 11th, 18th, 1944.

Compefitions in Piano, Vocal Solos
and Ensembles.  Strings, Wind,
School, Youth and Adult Choirs.

Founder: MRS. GARFIELD HOWE,
Shepherds HMI, Merstham.
Hon. Secretary: F E. BLUETT, Esq.,
18, Green Lane, Purley)
m—

Anna Garfield Howe (1886-1976)
FOUNDER OF COULSDON AND PURLEY FESTIVAL

1944 N .
mERSTHAM'S  FIRST
MUSICAL FESTIVAL.

11-YEARS-OLD COMPETITOR WINS i :k
FOUNDER'S PRIZE,
Merstham had its first experience of
a home-grown music festival on Satur-
day, when the Village Hall, the Village
Club and the music rooms of LwWo privge
houses—Old Tye Place (by the kindnes
of Miss Jarchow) and Bell House (by the
kindoeas of Mrs. R. M. Weir) —accom
modated the second instalment of the
newly-established Coulsdon-Merstham-
Purley Music Festival, founded and

41st Coulsdon and Purley Foundeu C“D for Strings
ival came 10°a lnumphanl Kiw !

orgamised by Mrs. Garfield Howe, of : Janet Collins.
Merstham., [he furst stage of the festival 2 4

> Cup:
had becn held the previous Saturday at f ':P:E':;m“'
Russell Hill School. Purley, and the con- AND DR
cluding sessions are to take place RsiiMemoda) Cup: 3
morrow in the Methodist Church Hall : Cameron Cup: Fiona Howal
Coulsdon. K Cleverton Cup: Coulsdon $

Sir George Dyson is the President of Ve}r'- h‘ﬂlchell Award:
the Festival, with Mrs. Cecil Booth as
Vice-President, Mr. Edgar E. Bluett a , 3 — K.'mmf,;aﬂ| Memorla
Hon. Secretary, and Mr. Chifford Rog . > Nl \ Sanderstead Duologu
botham as Kon. Treasurer, and the C " e
mittee responsibie for
classes comprised Mrs.
Miss Jarchow, Mrs. Kitching,
and Mrs. Weir.

The session on Saturday was formally
opened by Mrs, Howe, who welcomed
competitors, public and helpers to their
first village lestival, introduced the hard-
working Hon. Secretary, and expressed
thanks to everyone who had helped, eénd
particularly to Miss Jarchow and Mrs.
Weir for placing their beautiful music

rooms at the disposal of the festival.
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Jacqueline du Pré, the world famous cellist,

competed at the Coulsdon and Purley

Festival when she was 7 vears old.
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finding out more about the history of the
Coulsdon and Purley Festival and would like
to read newspaper articles going back to
1945, please contact

cpfest.office@gmail.com for copies of the T, A o i
] : Marisn | (Soprnne) PIANOFORTE AWARDS
files. mmxm"",.mm& The Harold Craxton Trophy for Senior

- outstanding solo T
dmuux?:ummrxmm. Piano Recital: David Dreebin. o
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Whitgift

gchm}« The Francis Knowles Trophy for Pi-
_\:__‘; 199 4 mmwwo Playing: Emma Howe
Coulsdon & Purley i pons e 16 o v B
1val Concer The Elizabeth Sutcliffe Cup for the

Festival 4 cert most promising pianist under 16,
Anne Slatford o "-;"n‘.'.i‘:i.".‘u".'.. Teast two clases
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BACK in 1944, when Britai

still at war, Mr E Bluety zmn(l:u‘:;if
ed at a Purley Music Circle con-
cert that a Music Festival was to
be held the following May and
that he was relying on lots of sup-
port from local teachers,

_ Now, 50 years later, the festival
s still well and truly in existence.
It has been aided in its continuing
success by a wealth o dedicated
helpers, a number of whom have

rasg

SPEECH & DRAMA AWARDS

ir own personal stamp on
ival, such as the expansion
speech section by Miss

 Cecily Skinner in 1958.
~ Speech ‘and drama were very
much to the fore in the 50th Anni-
versary Concert of, as it is now
knoxyn. the Coulsdon and Purley
Festival, held at Whi;gift School
last Sunday. \

Not even a world-wide pandemic would stop Coulsdon and Purley
Festival from going ahead with 845 video submissions and live video
feedback from the adjudicators. A great technological achievement!

The Presidents of Coulsdon and Purley Festival 1944-2024
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